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Britiſh Academy, &c: 


UC is our Caſe at preſent, that if 
we have a Mind to be agrecably en- 
tertain'd with the State of our own 
Affairs, we muſt look into Foreign Papers, 
rather than into thoſe- that are publiſh'd 
here by Authority; and therefore T often 
read the Dutch Prints with the ſame Eaget- 
neſs and Pleaſure, as the French at Paris 
read the Poſt-Boy. Tf we have no good 
News for Our ſelves here, we may ſome- 
times find ſome from Holland; and what is 
good, is ſo rare, that I had rather have it 
from any Place, than not at all. I was ſo 
delighted with the following Paragraph in 
the Amſterdam Gazette of the 20th of May 
1712. N.. that I cou d not help tranſcribing, 
and turning it into Exgliſp, that ſuch Com- 
fortable Tidings to Men of Obſcure Merit, 
might be convey'd all over the Nation: 
And I ſhall endeavour to prove, that the 
Deſign there mention'd, is much likelier to 
ſucceed in England, than ever it was in 
Fr ance. 
The Words of the Dutch Gazette are as 


follows, in the Article from London. 
| A 2 8 > 
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Il Seft forme ici depuis peu une Societe 
pour recompenſer & encourager le Me- 
rite, par report aux beaux Arts. Elle doit 


etre compoſee de 21 Membres, dont il y en 


2 deja 19 d Arretez ſavoir les Dues de 
Beaufort & d Ormond ; les Comites & Arran 
& dOrrery : les Lords Duplim, Gendre du 
Grand Treſorier ; Harley; Fils dudit Treſo- 
rier; Lanſdowne, Secretaire des Guerres ; 
Maſham & Bathurſt : les Chevalier Wind- 
ham :  - Meſeurs St. Jean, Secretaire d Etat: 
Harcourt Fils du Garde des Seaux ; Raymond 
Solliciteur-General ; les Colonels Hill & Deſ- 
ney ; Swif, Dofteur en Theologie; Prior 
Arbuthnott, Medicin de la Reine; & Friend, 
Medicin du Due d Ormond. Ces Meſſteurs, 
qui ont reſerve de Nommer les Deux autre, 
Membres lors gu ils le jugeront d propos, 
S'afſemblant tons les Feudis, & ont deja fait 
des gratifications 4 quelques Auteurs dont les 
ouvrages ont et . goltez, & recommande 
d autres aux Miniſtres A Etat pour avoir 
quelque Etabliſſement. Pre 
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There has been lately form'd here @ So- 
ciety to Reward and Encourage Merit, with 
reheat to the Liberal Arts and Sciences: It 


which Number there are already 19 cho- 


| | ſen: That is to ſay, The Dukes of Bean- 
fort and Ormond ; the Earls of Arras and 


Orrory; the Lords Duplin, Son-in-Law of 
the Great Treaſurer ;* Harley, Son of the 


ſaid Treaſurer ; Layſdown, Secretary of War; 


Maſham and Bathurſt; Sir W. Windham ; 


Mr. St. John, Secretary of State; Harcourt, 
Son of the Lord Keeper; and Raymond, 


Sollicitor - General: The Colonels Hu 
and Deſney ; Swift, Doctor of Divinity; 
Prior, Arbuthnott the Queen's Phyſician ; 
and Friend, Phyſician to the Duke of Or- 
mond. Theſe Gentlemen who have de- 
ferr d naming the other Two Members till 
ſuch time as they think fit, do now aſſem- 
ble every Thurſday, and have already gi- 
ven Rewards to ſome Authors, whoſe 


Works have been. approved of, and have 


recommended Others to the Miniſters of 

State, that they may have ſome Eſtahliſh- 
£1. | 
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This Fact being thus fairly related, the 
Reader is deſired to obſerve, That it was 
in the Vear 1629, under the ſingle Mini- 

ſtry of Cardinal Richlieu, When a Society 
of ſuch great Wits was firſt form d at Pa- 

ris; which was ſoon after eſtabliſh'd, by 
an Edict of the King, with the Style and 

Title of the French Academy. And it is 

left to be determin'd by all Judicious Rea- 

ders, whether this Britiſb Seminary of Wit 
and Learning is not a Copy of that Re- 
nown'd Society in Fraxce ; and whether the 

Deſign. and Model of it has not been 

proved of there, ſince our happy 
orreſpondence with that Ingenious Na- 
tion. | 

The Freuch Society conſiſted: only at 
their firſt Meeting, of-Seven or Eight Men 

of Letters, who met together to talk a- 

bout their Books and Writings: And it was 

ſome time before Monſieur Servien, Se- 

cretary of State, and other Perſons, di- 

ſtinguiſh'd by their Condition, as well as 

by their Merit, were added to the Com- 
pany. But here we ſee the Britiſp Socie- 
ty, at the very firſt Formation of it, is 
compos'd of no leſs than Two Dukes, not 
only capable of Rewarding, but of Judging, 
as well as of Writing: And likewiſe of 

566 Two 
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Two Earls; Five Lords; One Knight; 
One Secretary of State; Two Colonels of 
Foot, and One Squire: Not to mention 
the Lawyer; the Doctors; the Religious 


Prieſt; and the Poet. What therefore may 


we not expect from the future Arcen, of 
this Society, which ſets out with ſo much 
greater Luſtre, than that of its Origioal 
at Paris; ſo famous, now all over Eu- 
rope. i | = i 
The Great End and Buſineſs of the 

French Academy, was to correct and re- 
fine their Language, as may be ſeen at 


large in the Hiſtory of that Academy, 


written by Monſieur Peliſſon: And we 
have already a Propoſal, publiſh'd the x 7th 
of May 1712, for Correcting, Improving, and 
Aſcertaining the Engl Tongue, in a Letter 
to the moſt Honourable Robert Earl of Ox- 
ford and Mortimer, Lord High Treaſarer 
of Great Britain: By Jonathan Swilt, P. D. 


Louis, King of France, by Letters Pa- 
tents, in the Year 1635, having mention d 
the Great Things done for the Glory and 
Embelliſhment of France, by his dearly- 
belov'd Couſin the Cardinal Richlieu, His 
Principal Miniſter of State, gives that M1. 
niſter Power and Authority to call himſelf 
the Chief, and the Protector of the French 

; RES Academy 
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Academy : And doubtleſs the Scheme of 
this Britiſh Academy is form'd with a View 
no leſs Glorious ; That the Great and Me- 
morable Actions of this Miniſter ; the 
mighty Things perform'd for the Allies and 
the Common Cauſe; the vaſt Succeſſes a- 
gaioſ the Enemy; #nd, above all, the Re- 
oring of Credit, and Paying the Publick 
3 may be fairly tranſmitted to Po- 
erity. | 
p Thar this is the chief Deſign of our 
new Erefted Society, is plainly inſinuated 
by the Author of the Letter before men- 
tioned; for which the Reader may pleaſe 
to fee his own Words: If Things go on, 
ſays he, at the preſent Rate, ( that is, if 
our Language be not corrected, improved, 
and aſcertain'd,) a/! Ican promiſe your Lord- 
ſhip, is, That about Two hundred Tears hence 
ſome painful Compiler , who will be at the 
Trouble of ſtudying old Language, may in- 
form the Worid, that in the Reign of Queen 
ANNE, ROBERT Earl of OXFORD, 
g very Wiſe and Excellent Man, was 
made High "Treaſurer , and ſaved his Coun- 
trey. | Mark thoſe laſt Words, pray, as 
you go along. ] Thus mach he may be able 
to pick out, and willing to transfer into his 
New Hiſtory; but the reſt of your Character 
which J, or any other Writer, may value our 


ſelves 


(7) 
ſetves by drawing : And the Particular Ac- 
count of the great Things , done under your 
Miniſtry, for which you are already ſo Cele. 
Brated in moſt Parts of Europe, will proba- 
19 Ich be dropt. So far that Author: But I 
a cannot help differing with him in one Par- 
| ticular : For I am firmly of Opinion, that 
; altho our Language ſhould happen not to 
. be improved or aſcertain d, yet the great 
Things done by that very Wiſe and Bxeel. 
lent Ian, will not ſo eaſily be forgotten; 
nor the ref of his Character be dropt, for 
which he is already ſo ä in mf 
Parts of Europe. 

Beſides, as there ſeems to be an Exact 
Agreement between the intended Protector 
of this Society, and that of the French A- 
cademy in its Infancy, there can be no 
Doubt but the great Work will be carried 
on after much the ſame Manner, and under 
the ſame Statutes and Regulations. And 
it appears in Monſieur Peliſſans Hiſtory of 
the French Academy; That every Member 
of it, both Preſent and Future, Friend or 

| Foe, was oblig'd inGratitude to their Pro- 
tector, to revere his Virtue and his Memo- 
\ 9. The Britiſh Academicians being there- 
\ fore under the ſame Obligation, how is it 
} poſſible that their Protedtor's "OY or Me- 
mory ſhould ever be „ | i - 
| 42 n 
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And there is one conſiderable Advan- 
tage, which our New Academy will have 
above the Ferch. For it appears by the 
Hiſtory juſt mention d, that after the French 
King had given his Conſent, that his dear 
Couſin ſhould be Chief of the Academy, 
the Parliament could not for a long while 
be brought to confirm the Patent. And 
Monſieur Peliſſon gives the Reaſons of it, 
Cardinal Richlieu , ſays he, having carried 
the Royal Authority à great deal higher than 
any one had done before him; tho belov d by 


fome, was envy d by others, hated and deteſted 


by many, fear d and dreaded by all. His 

Creatures, continues he, talk'd of this De- 
gu with exceſſve Encomiums. Never, aid 
they, were the paſt Ages poſſeſt of ſo much 
Eloguence as ours is lite to be. We ſhall out- 
do all that went before us, and all that ſhall 
come after. And the greateft Share of the 


Glory will redound to the' Academy and the 


Cardinal. Others, on the contrary, treated 


this Deſign as ridiculous. They accuſed the 


Academy as aiming to give Laws to Things not 


Suſceptible of them, and were perpetually fal. 


upon them with Feſts and Satyrs, Dis 


Bent People could not tell but there might 


be a Snake in the Graſs ; and were afraid the 
eftabliſhing this Society would be a new Sup- 
port of his Domination, that they were only 
Hel by 


(0) -: 


his Penſioners, maintain d by him to juſtify al 
bis Actions, and make Obſervations on thoſe 
of others. Theſe were the Difficulties in 
France: But out New Society need fear 
no ſuch Oppoſition as the Frenchmen found 
from their Parliament of Paris. Our Par- 
: will moſt certainly be as forward 
to paſs an Act in Favour of them and their 
Protector, as they have been to do ſo ma- 
ny great Things already for him and the 
Nation, and even to paſs a Vote in his 
Praiſe. Beſides, there is no Body can pre- 
tend that he has ever carried the Royal Au- 
thority higher than any one had done before 
him ; nor can it be imagin'd that he has a 
thouſandth Part of the Enemies that Cir- 
dinal Richlieu had: And J am fully per- 
ſuaded, that all Things being conſider'd, 
both at Home and Abroad , there is not a 
Man in the World that ervies him. And 
tho he has been ſuſpected to maintain Pen- 
fioners to juſtify his own Actions, and make 
Obſervations on thoſe of others ; yet, whoe- 


ver will look carefully over the Liſt of the 


Members, muſt needs acquit him of that 


out ſuch a Set of Mits and Patrony, could 
have no ſuch baſe Thoughts in his Head. 
When the French Academy had ſettled 
their Statutes, the next Thing they did 
was 


Calumny, and confeſs, that he who pick'd' 


( 10 ) 

was to get a Seal. And what was the Im- 
preſſion 2 Why, only their Protectors Pi- 
cture; not engrav'd like a Senecas Head, 
but drawn at length with a modeſt Word 
on the Reverſe. Te Immortality. Some- 
thing like this may be very eaſily done 
here. But I am not for putting on the 
Reverſe, the Bill for the Proteſtant Succeſ- 
fon; tho it may be ſeen in the ProteRor's 
Hand at Sir 6. Xne/er's : For that is too 
groſs, even for a common Picture. But 
what think you of his own Head on one 
Side, and Twelve Lords on the Reverſe 2 Or 
ſince all other Societies have taken their 
Motto's from the Old World , ſuppoſe he 
fetch'd one from the New ; and clapp'd 
his own Face upon the Frontiſpiece, with 
this Word on the Reverſe, written in Cy- 
phers, THE SOUTH-SE A. 

T have but one or. two Objections to 
the Statutes in France, which J cannot get 
over. One is, they muſt not meddle with 
Matters of Religion. . This might have 
very ill Conſequences , and hinder their 
Top Wit from ſhewing his Talents: I mean 
that Orthodox Divine, who it is well 
known was never halt ſo witty upon any 
other Subject, as upon that of Religion. 
Another Law. of theirs that gives me Of- 
fence,is,TheLaw by which they are oblig d 

to 
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to judge of no-body's Works but their own: 
For perhaps our Academy may not be in 
a Humour to write any Thing theſe Hun- 
dred Years, except a Trifle now and then, 
as an Examiner, a Conduct, a Fohn Bull, or 
ſo. All which Works are allowable, be- 
cauſe the French Statute ſays, Political Mat- 
ters may be treated of conformably to the Au- 
thority of the State. 

There was one Rule more among the 
French Academicians, that will never do 
in England, which is their forbidding the 
Academy's Certificate to be printed before 
the Writings of the Members, and allow- 
ing em only to put, Par un tel de Þ Acade- 
mie Francoiſe; As if one ſhould ſay, By 
ſuch a Perſon of the Britiſh Academy. This 
would make mad Work here: Every little 
Grubſtreet Scribler would preſently be pub- 
liſhing his Traſh, with the ſtolen Title of 
My Lord ſuch a one, or Brigadier ſuch a one, 
of the Britiſh Academy. And how ſhould 
we be able to diſtinguiſh the Right from 
the Wrong, unieſs their Licenſe be print- 
ed before in Form; like a Privilege Royal, 
To our Truſty and Well. beloved Abel Roper, 
of London, Bookſeller. . 

Having juſt mention d Abel, it puts 
me in Mind of a certain Officer be- 
longing to the French Academy, — 

a Li- 
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a Library-Keeper. This was given to 
one Canmſat, the moſt Eminent Book- 
ſeller then in Paris: And I preſume no 
body will ſay that Truſty Abel is not 
the fitteſt Man in England for that Office: 
He being ſuppoſed not only to have print- 
ed, but even to have father d ſome conſi- 
derable Works of the moſt Elegant of all 

our Academicians. 88 | 
There's nothing elſe very remarkable in 
the Laws of the French Academy, except 
their forbidding any Member to write in 
their Defence, which it is probable will 
be thought worth obſerving here. For if 
our Society ſhould pretend to anſwer every 
impertinent Thing that will be written 
againſt them, they would be finely ſet to 
Work. If therefore they ſhould happen 
to be daily pelted at, the ſhorteſt way will 
be to deſpiſe their Opponents, and to con- 
ſider themſelves asPerſons above the Reach 
of Malice ; incorporated: under a glorious 
Protector for ſome good End or other; 
and in daily Expectation of having a Char- 
ter and an Act of Parliament to back them; 
and of being made Wits by the Laws of 
the Land. . Wa 
I cannot conclude without obſerving 
how pat every Thing happens: The French 
Society met on Thurſdays. So n 
| tells 
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tells us, the Exgliſʒ do; with this good dif- 
ference: The French met after they had 
din d. i , they ſay, dine toge- 
ther, 2 drink* a chearſul Glaſs after- 
wards;' which has great Efficacy in Mat- 
ters of Wit and Eloquence, as well for 
thoſe that are to write, as thoſt that are 

to reward, Wine is therefore call'd Gene- 
' rous, and is as nearly ally'd. to Wit; as 
Wit is to Madneſs. How: much wittier 
are ſome Men over the third Bottle than 
over the firſt! A ſtrong Reaſon that 
the Meeting ſhould be at a Tavern, 
and not any private Houſe, which the 
French Academy found very inconvenient ; 
for whenever the Members ; at whoſe 
Houſes they met, took a Fancy to Marry, 
their Wives turn'd the Wits out of Doors ; 
as it happen'd in the Caſe of Monſieur 
Conrart and ſome others. Thus they were 
driven from one place to another, till their 
Protector got them a Room in the King's 
ow n Palace; which cannot conveniently 
be done in England whilſt Lodgings are ſo 
ſcarce: And therefore I hope they will 
drink on as they do, till Whitehall is re- 
built. And here I will leave them. for the 
preſent : When their two other Members 
are choſen, it may perhaps be not unſea- 
ſonable to acquaint the Publick with the 
further 


Progreſs of this hopeful Society; 
and to ſhew all the World how far we not 
only imitate or copy, but even excel our” | 
Friends the French. In the mean time, I 
hape, ſome of their beſt Writers will be 
order d to give us a ſhbrt Touch or Eſlay 
of their Eloquence, upon our late Glorious 
Enterprize againſt the French, on Tueſday 
the 20th of this preſent May, under the Com- 
mand of his Grace the D. of Orm---d. - 


\ 
. f 4 4 


<1) 
further 


7 1 
1 4 N 
* 
1 
W 14 
® 
— 4 — : - = — 
# . 
7 
4 
* 
* 
* 
' 

# 

i 
oo 
* - 
. 4 
# " ſor "YN FX " 4 * a 

. 

2 . a 0 
* « : * * 0 = * 
x "4 
» } , A x 
* 


